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Abstract

Gunshot accident can cause ulceration. Traumatic tattoos result from inclusions of intradermal plomb mishaps particles. Our 
article highlights the clinical and dermoscopic signs in a patient victim of this accident. 

Keywords: Dermoscopy; Plomb mishaps products; Tattoo

Case Report

63-year-old patient, victim of a gunshot accident at age 
19, following which, he has kept a post-traumatic tattoo by 
plomb mishaps products on the forehead and suborbital 
area, consulted for persistent pigmented skin lesions. 
Dermatological examination had noted multiple grayish-
blue pigmented papules on the forehead and suborbital area. 
Dermoscopy shows a homogeneous grayish-blue pigment, 
shiny white areas and grayish-white blotches and strands 
which formed grayish-blue veil. Giving the risk of sparking 
due to gunpowder residue, laser treatment was no longer an 
option, so incision and extraction was done.

Blast type injuries seen in military casualties and civilian 
powder burns, as well as firework, and blomb mishaps 

products, un-ignited gunpowder, and other foreign materiel 
that act like hundreds small missiles, each penetrating the 
wound to various depths [1]. Although there are multiplicities 
of techniques to treat traumatic tattoo, no one is perfect. The 
treatment options include surgical excision, dermabrasion, 
cryosurgery, electro surgery and laser, such as, carbon 
dioxide argon, Q-swiched, Nd:YAG, and erbium Nd:YAG. A 
note of caution is in order when treating gunpowder during 
laser tattoo removal, resulting in spreading of the tattoo or 
creation of significant dermal pits [2]. As note caution, rapid 
removal of particles, by irrigation and rubbing, is much more 
effective than subsequent removal, because once the skin 
has healed, treatment becomes unresolved problem [3]. 
With our case, we would like to highlight the importance of 
early intervention in case of a trauma to prevent deep and 
permanent tattoos. 

Figure 1: Multiple greyish-blue pigmented papules on suborbital area.
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Figure 2: Dermoscopy shows a homogeneous grayish-blue pigment (dark narrows), shiny white areas, grayish-white blotches 
and strands (white narrows) which formed grayish-white veil (yellow stars).
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