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Introduction

This is 38-year-old woman who was followed up in
oncogynecology for her neobreast, having benefited from
a patey 2 years ago, presented with pigmented lesions on
the left edge of the folds and opposite the patey scar, which
became larger and more diffused throughout the trunk up to
a few months ago. In addition to consulting several doctors,
the patient was wrongly treated with pigmentogenic lichen,

placed on undocumented treatment that did not improve his
condition. On admission, the initial examination revealed
multiple pigmented macular patches involving the neck,
axillary and under mammary folds, trunk and back (Figures 1
& 2). Dermoscopy revealed a diffuse dark brown background,
a cerebriform appearance, multiple crystals, furrows, milia
cysts, hyperpigmented spots and striae (Figures 3a,b).

o

Figures 1 and 2: Dark, velvety papules and plaques distributed over the axillary region, trunk and back.
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Figure 3a & b: Dermatoscopic examination showed
multiple cristae and sulci, multiple white to brown
exophytic papillary structures and black blotches .

The diagnosis of paraneoplastic acanthosis nigricans
was retained, and the patient was put on topical retinoids
and depigmenting creams. The patient was readmitted to the
gynecology department for further evaluation.

Acanthosis nigricans (AN) is a common but often
overlooked skin condition [1]. Affected areas include the
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neck, armpits, groin, popliteal fossa, ulnar fossa, and flexion
creases. The skin is thickened and darkened in patches of
velvety texture. In acanthosis nigricans, the exact mechanism
of skin lesions development is unknown [2]. A more likely
hypothesis is that a substance secreted by the tumor, or as a
result of it, is the stimulating factor in the malignant form. A
variety of disorders are associated with acanthosis nigricans,
including diabetes mellitus, malignancies, HAIR-N syndrome,
and many others. When acanthosis nigricans is diagnosed
early and confirmed by dermoscopy, an invasive biopsy is
not necessary. Dermatoscopic features reported for mild to
moderate acanthosis nigricans include a diffuse dark brown
background, cerebriform appearance, multiple crystals,
furrows, milia-like cysts, hyperpigmented spots, and striae
[3]- Due to the contrast with unaffected dark skin, the pattern
of crystals and multiple furrows is particularly apparent in
dark-skinned patients [4].

The use of dermoscopy in the diagnosis, prognosis, and
follow-up of pigmentary disorders represents a potential
noninvasive technique.
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