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Editorial

In the Forensic Anthropology practice, one of the
objectives is to determine the biological profile of
unidentified individuals, that is, to estimate height, age,
sex, and ancestry from human remains [1,2]. To make this
possible, the forensic anthropologist evaluates various
anatomical accidents and morphological particularities of
intact or fragmented individuals, which provides evidence
that allows the determination of the biological profile and
even their identification [1,3].

For sex estimation, the anatomical knowledge of the
bones of the pelvis and the cranium is needed. Some of the
anatomical features of the hip bones that can be evaluated
to estimate sex are the ventral arch, the subpubic angle,
the ischio-pubic branch, the shape of the lesser pelvis and
the obturant foramen. As for the skull, the bone features
commonly used to help determine sex are the glabella, the
superciliary arch, the supraorbital margins, the mastoid
processes, and the nuchal crest. When estimating height, long
bones are used to carry out measurements, with the femur
being the most frequently used bone. While for estimating
ancestry, the skull is used, with a series of anatomical
features being evaluated, such as the shape of the orbit, the
pyriform aperture, and the nasal spine, and the radiohumeral
and tibiofemoral indices can also be used. To estimate age,
a series of tools can be used, as many body segments as
possible should be used. Among the options, the evaluation
of the dental pulp, the closure time of the epiphyses of the
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long bones and the synostosis of the cranial sutures can be
used.

Thus, it is evident the close relationship between Human
Anatomy and Forensic Anthropology, and understanding
human anatomy is fundamental to the practice of forensic
anthropology [1-3]. Only with an appropriate Anatomical
knowledge it is possible to recognize and analyze each small
part of a bone, preventing human identification from being
mistaken or inconclusive.

The Forensic Anthropology practice is continually
developing and growing [1,2,4]. Advances in technology
applied to this area have resulted in the creation and
application of new tools and techniques, which improve
and facilitate the routine of forensic anthropologists [1,4].
Technologies are being increasingly used, such as analyzes
carried out in tomography scans and 3D models [5-7], three-
dimensional geometric morphometric analysis [8], and
artificial intelligence [9]. However, none of these technologies
can be used in the best possible way if there is no prior
anatomical knowledge. The new techniques and facilities
that emerge with the evolution of this area of knowledge do
not replace the mastery of human anatomy, as it is constantly
required, including to work with these new analyzes and
tools that are being applied.

It can be said that the study and understanding of Human
Anatomy is of total relevance to the practice of forensic
science. The dialogue between Forensic Anthropology and
Human Anatomy allows for better conditions in forensic
investigations and greater security in defining the biological
profile and identifying unknown individuals.
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