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Abstract

The White-eyed Gull Ichthyaetus leucophthalmus is a medium-sized gull, similar in appearance, on some counts, to the Sooty
Gull I. hemprichii, with which it is known to associate near fishing harbours). The known range of this bird is restricted to the
Red Sea, and the Gulf of Aden. On the 31st of December 2020, Michel Sawan saw an individual in Al Mina, Tripoli District, north
Lebanon, flying over the Abed Al Wahad Island. After the confirmation of the identity of the species by Bassel Abi Jumaa and

Dr Ghassan Ramadan Jaradi, it was confirmed to be a first record to Lebanon.
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The White-eyed Gull Ichthyaetus leucophthalmus is a
medium-sized gull, similar in appearance, on some counts,
to the Sooty Gull I. hemprichii, with which it is known to
associate near fishing harbours ). The known range of this
bird is restricted to the Red Sea, and the Gulf of Aden [1].
The White-eyed Gull Larus leucophthalmus breeds colonially
on inshore islands and islets in the Gulf of Aden and the Red
Sea, in Egypt (mainly on islands at the mouth of the Gulf of
Suez), Sudan, Eritrea (Dahlak Archipelago), Djibouti, Saudi
Arabia, Yemen and Somalia. Wintering birds disperse
throughout the breeding range.

This species has an extremely large range, and hence
does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under
the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence <20,000
km? combined with a declining or fluctuating range size,
habitat extent/quality, or population size and a small number
of locations or severe fragmentation). The population
trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not
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approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population
trend criterion (>30% decline over ten years or three
generations). The population size is very large, and hence
does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the
population size criterion (<10,000 mature individuals with
a continuing decline estimated to be >10% in ten years or
three generations, or with a specified population structure).
For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern.
The population is believed to be stable [2].

The species is mostly sedentary [3,4] although it
disperses from its breeding sites to occur throughout the Red
Sea during the non-breeding season. There may also be some
southward and eastward movements during this time, when
itis reported to become scarce in the northern part of its [3].
Breeding takes place during the months of June - August,
extending to September in Egypt. It breeds in loose colonies,
usually consisting of fewer than 25 pairs, though occasionally
larger colonies of hundreds of individuals can be observed.
During the non-breeding season, it is usually found in small
groups, but sometimes forms flocks of hundreds or even
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thousands to forage.

The species is mainly coastal. It usually feeds at sea
(PERSGA/GEF 2003), but some Egyptian populations have
adopted a scavenging role at rubbish tips, harbours and
touristic area along the Egyptian Red Sea Cost. Breeding It
breeds on inshore islands, where it occupies bare rock and
sand flats. Non-breeding Outside the breeding season, it often
occurs further out to the sea. It roosts on rocks, coral reefs,
piers and fishing vessels.

The diet consists largely of fish, but also includes
crustaceans, molluscs, annelids and. Fish species taken in
Egypt include Scarpus spp. about 110 mm in length. It also
feeds on fruits and plants such as Nitraria retusa and is
known to predate the eggs and nestlings of the Lesser Crested
Tern Sterna bengalensis. It scavenges in the northern part of

its range, feeding on all types of food (i.e. meat, rice, bread,
water melon and flying insect [5]), but to a lesser extent than
does L. hemprichii with which it often associates [6].

On the 31 of December 2020, I was birdwatching on
the seashore at Al Mina, Tripoli District in north Lebanon, I
was about to leave the area when I noticed a flock of black-
headed gulls Chroicocephalus ridibundus flying near the port
and one White-eyed Gull among them (Figure 1), I took some
shots and then I got closer. The bird landed on a rock near the
water and let me take many clear shots of it (Figure 2). The
bird remained till mid of April 2021 and changed its plumage
into the breeding appearance, and then it disappeared from
the area (Figure 3). After the confirmation of the identity of
the species by Bassel Abi Jumaa and Dr Ghassan Ramadan
Jaradi, it was confirmed to be a first record and added to the
National Bird Checklist of Lebanon.

Figure 1: White-eyed Gull Ichthyaetus leucophthalmus flying with Black-headed Gulls.

Figure 2: White-eyed Gull Ichthyaetus leucophthalmus sitting on a rock with a Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus.
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Figure 3: White-eyed Gull Ichthyaetus leucophthalmus in breeding plumage.
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