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Abstract 

This article is a review on the horse breeds of Nepal. The contents in this article is obtained from google books, blogs, online 
articles and conference papers. Information about indigenous horse breeds on Nepal is limited and papers on this topic has 
not been published yet which made the review task challenging. In Nepal, six types of horse and pony breeds is known of 
indigenous origin: Jumli, Chyanta, Tanghan, Terai, Tattu and Bhotia. Most area of the country is covered with Hill and mountains 
where horses are commonly used for transportation, cart-pulling, riding, carrying goods and bricks. They are also used for 
trekking or as pet animals and during festivals like marriages, Ghode Jatra, Yartung festival. Being a developing country as 
well as from religious point of view, horse rearing is found common in certain parts of Nepal. However, lack of breeding 
programme, conservation and poor nutrition has resulted in the decline of horse population in Nepal. Therefore, proper study, 
research and conservation strategies on these local horse breeds is necessary.  
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Introduction

From ancient times, the bond between human and 
horses has been seen in Nepal; horses were used by Kings, 
heads of villages and for transportation of goods [1]. Being 
a developing country, the rearing and use of horses for 
various purposes is still common on many parts of the 
country. However, recently, modernization has affected the 
horse population and their use in Nepal [2]. According to 
Economic Survey 2017/18 [3], the total population of horse 
is 68,711, growth rate being only 6.8 % in Nepal. Nowadays, 
horse is gaining popularity in tourism areas being used by 
trekkers for riding, for accompany as well as for horse racing 
and transportation of goods where the vehicles are unable 
to transport [4]. Similarly, in Brick Kiln, horses are used for 
carrying bricks and used for pulling carts [5]. 

‘’Ghode Jatra or Horse Parade’’, also known as horse 
racing festival is held every year in Nepal when horse 

racing is organized by Nepal Army and police in Tundikhel, 
Kathmandu [6]. Likewise, ‘’Yartung Festival’’ is a three-day 
horse-racing celebration held in Mustang [7]. In marriage, 
the use of Ghodi or female white horse is used for carrying 
groom.

Mostly, horses are reared in Hilly and Mountainous 
regions than Terai region of Nepal. Jumli, Chyanta, Tanghan, 
Terai, Tattu and Bhotia are the known indigenous breeds of 
horse in Nepal till date. These breeds are hardy in nature, 
having high disease resistance and are strong and sure 
-footed. 

Jumli Horse

Jumli horse is the most commonly known indigenous 
breed of horse of Nepal which looks similar to Bhotia horse 
breed [8]. It is mostly concentrated in the Jumla district (high 
hills) of Nepal and also found in India [9]. It is small, solid; has 
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almond - shaped eyes, wide forehead; neck is horizontally 
set, exceedingly sloping croup, low set tail, straight back, and 
small hooves and have thick and dense mane and tail [8]. 
  

Figure 1: Jumli Horse.

Jumli horses are hardy in nature, has fortitude and very 
well acclimatize to hilly and mountain region, having greater 
ability in hiking even in snow. Due to their hardy nature, 
Jumli possess good health and being undemanding in nature, 
are easy to raise. They are known as good pack horses and 
are still used for transportation of goods in difficult-to-reach 
areas [10]. The have been used for tourism as company for 
trekkers. They are also used to produce excellent mules [8].

Tanghan Pony

Tanghan pony is one of the principle horse breeds of 
Nepal, also found in Bhutan. Tanghan is one of a variety of 
Bhotia pony, et al. [11] Eric, et al. [12]. It is the largest pony 
among three varieties Tattu, Chyanta and Tarai. They are 
strong, powerful, enduring in nature [13] and are 136 cm tall 
to the withers (Eric, n.d.). Tanghan are never shoed and their 
hooves frequently crack [14]. 

Figure 2: Tanghan pony, By Eric, P.

Chyanta Pony

In Nepali, Chyanta means dwarf. Chyanta pony, et al. [15] 
is local mountain horse breed and native horse breed of Nepal 
(Riding Everest, n.d.). They are primarily bay in colour [16]. 
They are very similar in physique and bloodiness as to Bhotia 
and Tattu pony, slightly smaller than Bhotia and greater than 
Tattu pony [15]. They are sturdy, strong and strong-willed 
and their average height is 12-13 hands [15]. Generally, with 
strong and quite character, their physique is particular same 
as Indian ponies having short thick neck, compact body 
and strong back, strong legs with hooves and have long and 
heavy manes and tails. This breed is very special to the native 
people who developed to suit local region. They are used for 
tourism, used by trekkers, riding, sport and transportation of 
goods in mountain regions.

Tarai Pony

Tarai pony is smaller with an average height of 115 cm at 
withers and mostly found in southern Terai region of Nepal 
[16]. It is usually bay in colour but occasionally also found in 
white with dark skin [16]. Tarai pony is used for pulling cart, 
transport goods and used in brick kiln factory for carrying 
bricks [17-22]. 

Tattu Pony

Tattu pony, found in mountains rather than hills, is one of 
the three varieties of Bhotia pony (Sparks, n.d.) [22]. It is the 
smallest variety of the group, about 110 cm tall in height and 
is used for pack animal, riding for trekkers etc. This horse 
has ability to suffice in higher mountains where the paths are 
narrower (Sparks, n.d.) [22]. 

Figure 3: Tattu pony, By Misty Sparks.

Bhotia Pony

Bhotia pony has different names varying according to 
the areas. In Nepal, it is called Bhote ghoda or Bhutani Pony 
or Bhutuwa. They are found in Nepal, Bhutan and India. 
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They are most often found in gray or bay, chestnut and roan 
in colour [21]. Bhotia is similar but less broad than Tibetan 
pony. They are better known for intelligence, willing and 
quite in character and hardy nature. They are well adapted 
and suited in mountains and cold climate region of the 
country. In spite of small size, it is very sure-footed pack 
horse. Height of these breed is 14.3 and 12.3 hands for 
male and female respectively. Head is wide, neck is short & 
thick, back is strong, body is compact, legs are short, body 
is coarse & hairy but strong, mane and tail are heavy & long, 
and hooves are open at the heels. They are known for well 
-developed chest low withers and sloping quarters. They are 
used as pack animal, light agriculture work, carrying loads, 
transporting people and occasionally for riding in sports. 

Figure 4: Bhote Ghoda, By Alanna Ryan.

Discussion and Conclusion

Only six breeds of horse are commonly known in Nepal. 
However, other unidentified horse breeds are found in 
different parts of country which needs identification and 
characterization. Horses are used in Terai region of Nepal in 
brick industry for transportation of bricks, goods, cart and 
in marriage ceremony for riding by groom; in Hilly region 
previously used by king, head of village for riding while 
nowadays used for transportation of goods where the vehicle 
is not possible to transport; and in Himalayan region for 
transport of goods, by trekkers, tourist for riding & transport 
of their luggage and for horse racing. Horses imported from 
foreign countries are reared by Nepal Army as the cavalry 
which are used for traffic control and in shows in special 
occasion like Ghode Jatra. 

Mechanization and modernization have made horse less 
useful, causing decline in their population and some breeds 
are even at high risk of being endangered. These days, horses 
are very rarely seen in Terai and Hilly region of Nepal. Horses 

craze and population remains limited only in Himalayan 
region due to use by trekkers and tourist and lack of reach 
of vehicle routes. Due to lack of breeding programme, 
conservation and poor nutrition, welfare and growth of these 
breeds are in declining rate. Hence, in order to conserve the 
property of the country, proper research of these local horses 
along with appropriate breeding strategies are required. 
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